MINUTES OF THE BESTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 8TH JANUARY 2024 AT MORLEY VILLAGE HALL. GOLF LINKS RD. MORLEY AT 7.00PM
Present.  Cllrs A Watling – Chairman, Mrs P Hagan – Vice Chair, Mrs J Morter, Mrs R Aughton, Mr J Trounce and Mr J M Watling – Parish Clerk.

Also Present. 2 Members of Public.

Apologies. Cllr D Peck.

Declaration of Interest of Items on Agenda. No Declarations

Public Recess. 2 Residents raised the matter of the recent flooding in Norwich Road and asked for an update of what is happening in relation to existing problems outside No 1 Norwich Road. They expressed concerns that no serious remedial work will be carried out until spring and thought this was unfair to the residents of Norwich Road to leave it this long. Cllr Watling will liaise with NCC to see what will happen and when and then report back to the residents.
Approval of Minutes of Precept Meeting of 6th November 2023. It was proposed, seconded and agreed unanimously that they be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. Chairman then signed the minutes.

Matters arising from the minutes. No matters arising.

Approval of Minutes of Parish Council Meeting of 6th November 2023.  It was proposed, seconded and agreed unanimously that they be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. Chairman then signed the minutes.

Approval of Accounts Payable. It was proposed, seconded and agreed unanimously that invoices on cheque list be paid by clerk.

War Memorial. Cllr Hagan said there was no immediate funding available and after updating the 3 quotes received previously she proposed that the quotation from Clivedon Conservation in the amount of £1,233 Plus Vat from Parish Council general funds be approved. This was seconded and agreed unanimously. Cllr Hagan to contact Clivedon to arrange commencement of the work. Parish Clerk requested that he could make payment as soon as the work was satisfactorily completed, this was agreed.
Planning applications Received.  3PL/2023/1062/HOU. The Corals. Silver Street. Two Storey Rear Extension.  3PL/2023/1072/HOU. 30 Mill Lane. Internal alterations to include conversion of existing garage to bedroom and construct new garage. 3PL/2023/1090/F  Land east of Rookery Park Business Park. Silver Street. Erection of New Grain Store. It was proposed, seconded and agreed unanimously that there were no objections to any of the applications.
Planning Decisions Received. 3PL/2023/1062/HOU. The Corals Silver Street. Proposed first floor extension and single Storey extension. Application Approved. 3PL/2023/1072/HOU. 30, Mill Lane. Internal alteration to include conversion of existing garage to bedroom and proposed new detached garage. Application Refused. 
Chairman’s Report. I’ve attended meetings and online meetings regarding the flooding in Besthorpe with George Freeman MP and the various parties involved including NCC, Breckland, Anglian Water, Attleborough town and district councillors, I’ve another one on Thursday 11th January to also include the Environment Agency and Natural England. 
Many of the flood victims have unfortunately not been able to occupy their houses since the flood on 20th October, I’ve been checking the trash screen daily sometimes many times a day, I’ve also walked the river to remove debris from the banks and helped remove a wall that had collapsed into the water causing a blockage. 
Last week we had problems when the water levels rose to a dangerous level and myself and other residents kept watch all night to keep the screen clear and prevent further flooding. 
A new trash screen is in the process of being built which should be more successful in keeping the river flowing and remove the debris to the platform where it can be safely cleared away
Parish Councillors Reports. Cllr Hagan said when she had tried to report the flooding issues in Silver Street she was informed that it was already reported and that it was under investigation by NCCC Highways. Cllr Aughton asked if HGV vehicles could be prevented from using Silver Street as they were causing more problems with the flooding issue. She was informed that it would be very unlikely NCC would agree to this measure. Cllr Morton said she would like to set up a PC Whatsappp Group and asked if all Cllrs and Clerk could give her their mobile numbers.

Parish Clerk’s Report.  Nothing to report.
Confirm Date & time of Next Meeting. Monday 4th March 2024 at Morley Village Hall. Golf Links Rod. Morely at 7.00pm

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.52pm.
