MINUTES OF THE BESTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 6th NOVEMBER  2023  AT MORLEY VILLAGE HALL. GOLF LINKS ROAD. MORLEY AT 7.10PM
Present. Cllr A Watling – Chairman, Councillors:- Mrs P Hagan - Vice Chair, Mr J Trounce, Mrs J Morter and Mr J M Watling – Parish Clerk.

Apologies. Cllrs Mr D Peck, Mrs R Aughton
Declaration of Interest on Items on Agenda. No Declarations.

Public Recess. No members of Public in attendance.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  18th September 2023. It was proposed and seconded and agreed unanimously they be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
Matters arising from the minutes. Cllr Watling informed meeting that the flooding issue at Compass Corner had resulted in 2 visits from NCC Cllr Watling had informed them drain was causing problems. NCC cleared road drainage gullies but didn’t solve the problems. They returned to the site and agreed the drop drain is blocked under the road. NCC are going to do a full repair of the situation  in January which will involve a road closure.
Approval of Accounts Payable. It was proposed and seconded that all invoices on November Cheque List be paid. This was agreed unanimously.

Approve Tranfer of election reserve fund to General Funds. It was proposed and seconded and agreed unanimously to transfer the Election Fund Reserve of £1,000 to General Funds.
Planning Applications Received. None Received.
Planning Decisions Received. 3pl/2023/0851/EU. Flaxton Barn, Bunwell Road. Erection of building for garden equipment storage and single garage. Certificate of lawfulness – exiting use. This was Refused.  3pl/2023/0868/HOU 26 Norwich Road. Conversion and extension to garage to create a granny annexe. This application was approved.
Chairman’s Report. Cllr Watling informed meeting that the War memorial is a Grade 2 listed structure and that the company chosen to carry our cleaning work must be made aware of this. On the matter of flooding in Norwich Road especially property No 1 NCC had said in a report that serious flooding in the area was a one in fifty years risk. Despite this report that area had been flooded 4 years out of the last 5 years. Flooding also occurred at Morley Village Hall where an area flood project designed to help Besthorpe has only partially been completed so far. The landowner at No 1 Norwich Road will be informed that the ditch at the side of the property which had been filled in and an inferior size pipe installed will have to be remove to enable the flow of water to continue past the property. Last Friday (20th October) the culvert in Mill Lane overflowed, after 9cms of rain fell in a short period in the area 6 fire appliances were onsite but unable to help much as the flow was too great. The culvert was not blocked but the water was running at an extremely high rate and at this time 129 properties were seriously flooded in the surrounding area. Cllr Watling had met with residents who had been flooded at Compass Corner. Bunwell Road, the water had subsided so he arranged for a road sweeper to clear the stones and debris which had spread across the road during the flooding and was causing a hazard. He also arranged for NCC to inspect a very large pothole on the road which was caused by the flood and NCC have now scheduled a repair. He helped Breckland staff and local councillors set up a stall on Mill Lane to distribute free essential items to residents who had been affected by the flooding. He will on Friday of this week be attending a Teams meeting chaired by MP Mr Freeman regarding flooding issues.
 Parish Councillors Reports. Cllr Hagan said that leaflets had been distributed to residents of Silver Street and Mill Lane that Besthorpe Poors Trust has a fund available for grants to people affected by the flooding. Cllr Watling has found a Roll of Honour for people from Besthorpe who are named on The War Memorial in the Parish. It gives lots of information about the individuals involved of where and when they died.
Parish Clerk’s Report. Nothing to report.

Date and time of next Meeting. 8th January 2024 at Morley Village Hall commencing at 7.00pm
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.23pm
